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Further boost for South Coast NFPs

6 November 2024: Thirteen South Coast not-for-profit organisations (NFPs) are sharing more than
$166,000 in funding for projects aimed at strengthening their capacity to support their local
communities.

The substantial investment has been announced through FRRR’s Investing in Rural Community Futures
(IRCF) program, in partnership with Snow Foundation and Bendigo Bank’s Community Enterprise
Foundation.

Toolbox grants are available at any time throughout the program and the most recent grants will be
some of the final awarded as part of IRCF, which has been operating across the region since 2020.

Earlier this year, each community came together at “roadmapping” workshops, reflected on what had
been achieved to date and then identified their shared priorities for this remaining funding. This process
has guided FRRR and its partners on how to prioritise and direct investment throughout the program.

Carolyn Ardler, FRRR’s Program Manager for the IRCF South Coast program, said that the funding will
support collaborative community-led projects, as the program enters the culmination phase.

“The IRCF program has fostered tangible outcomes in the community sector and we are so thrilled with
the way organisations have engaged with these opportunities to develop their skills and share
resources.

“Our community facilitators have worked closely with participating groups in each locality to provide
time for collaboration, discussion and submission. It’s wonderful to see initiatives put forward that will
benefit the whole community,” Ms Ardler said.

“Through the program, local not-for-profits have formed connections with other groups and access to
additional resources, which means they can face challenges together with a solutions-led approach,
which has been empowering for community,” Ms Ardler said.

Georgina Byron AM, CEO of the Snow Foundation, reflects on her father's enduring legacy, Terry Snow
AM, the Foundation's co-founder, and his deep connection to the South Coast. She describes the latest
funding initiative as a meaningful tribute to his commitment to supporting local communities in the
region.

“My father loved the South Coast and was very proud to be able to support so many wonderful
community-led organisations through the IRCF program. It’s wonderful to know that this funding will
strengthen local groups even further, so they can continue to make the South Coast a vibrant place to
live, work and play,” Ms. Byron said.
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Ulladulla projects

In the Ulladulla area, six projects are sharing $93,082 thanks to Snow Foundation.

These projects are focussed largely on networking, storytelling and strengthening youth and cultural
initiatives.

Batemans Bay projects

Four projects in Batemans Bay area will share $53,402, also with the support of Show Foundation. The
projects funded have a focus on skills development which will improve volunteer capacity, cultural
awareness and succession planning. Additionally, engagement of a coordinator will provide direct
support for existing networks to continue to flourish as they build capacity, social cohesion and
resilience for the future.

Bay & Basin projects

In the Bay & Basin area, three projects are sharing $19,986, thanks to the support of Bendigo Bank’s
Community Enterprise Foundation.

These projects have a focus on increasing cultural capacity, youth leadership skills and improving
platforms for community collaboration.

David Impey, CEO of the Community Enterprise Foundation, said supporting projects that the groups had
identified as they continued their ongoing recovery from the Black Summer bushfires were going to be of
real benefit to the broader community.

“As the program has progressed, the confidence of local organisations to lead projects in a sustainable
way has clearly grown.”

“The Foundation is glad to back initiatives that will see effective collaboration in the community and
continued engagement of young people,” Mr Impey said.

The full list of organisations and projects supported is on FRRR’s website.
ENDS

For media enquiries
Rachel Gemmell on 0428 998 279 or email news@frrr.org.au

Attached image: Ulladulla group participants at the final community roadmapping session

About FRRR

The Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal - FRRR - (phonetically: F-triple-R) - is the only national foundation
specifically focused on ensuring the social and economic strength of remote, rural and regional communities.
FRRR's unique model connects common purposes and investment with locally prioritised needs, to create
communities that are vital and resilient. Since FRRR's start in 2000, it has delivered more than $200 million to more
than 15,000 projects.
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About The Snow Foundation

The Snow Foundation is the creation of Terry Snow who established the foundation in 1991 to help provide positive
improvement to those experiencing disadvantage in the Canberra region and beyond. Over the past 32 years the
family foundation has helped over 900 different organisations and individuals providing over $68 million in funding
and other support. To find out more visit: http://www.snowfoundation.org.au/

About Bendigo Bank Community Enterprise Foundation™

As the charitable arm of the Bendigo and Adelaide Bank group, the Community Enterprise Foundation supports
communities around Australia to maximise community investments through grants, scholarships, and community
focused appeals by working alongside communities to help them achieve positive and impactful community
outcomes.

Whether it’s supporting communities through bushfire recovery, helping build prosperous communities or investing
in the next generation, the Community Enterprise Foundation are here to support the current and future needs of
communities and help create positive change.
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